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Here is a Word to remember:
To all perfection I see a limit but your commands are boundless.

~ Psalm 119: 96

As VeteransÕ Day and
Thanksgiving rolls around, we all start to
think of the things we are thankful for.
While salvation is one of the obvious
answers, I am also especially thankful for
the men and women who are currently
fighting for our country.

I think it is amazing that so many
people are willing to risk their lives for our
freedom. This is the kind of selflessness
that Jesus showed as he died on the cross
for our sins.

There are hundreds of thousands of
men and women currently fighting for us,
but there is one in particular whom I will
highlight. His name is Major Eric Edin,
though I know him better as ÒUncle EricÓ.

Five years ago, Maj. Edin was
deployed for the Iraq invasion from Jan-
Sept 2003. He then returned to the states to
train soldiers going back to Afghanistan and
Iraq and was asked to stay and plan future
rotations.

While away, he did a good job
sending letters to family. I have kept every
single one that he has ever sent me, and still
go through them to this day. Often, he
would send Iraqi water bottle labels,
pamphlets in Arabic, and Iraqi money.

One of my favorite letters, dated
July 1st, 2003, says, ÒSince last week, we
have been catching up on our sleep, eating
lots of junk food, playing video games, and
reading lots of books and magazines. This
is what soldiers do when they have ÔdownÕ
time and can relax. I have even been
watching lots of DVDs of movies IÕve
missed over the past 2-3 years.

Dedicated to our United States Military

It appears I havenÕt missed much!Ó
My uncle has been away from the

war for five years, which is lucky since
some of the active duty soldiers get less
than a one-year break between
deployments. But this December, he will be
due back in Afghanistan for 9-10 months
where he will be the Psychological
Operations Task Force (POTF)
Commander for the 82nd and 101st Airborne
Divisions.

When asked how he felt about
going back to the action, he replied: ÒI am
not looking forward to going back, but I
accept that this is what I signed up for (my
choice)ÉThere are a lot of other things I
would rather be doing for sure. However, I
feel a sense of duty to my country in
fighting the terrorists overseas rather than
waiting to fight them here.Ó

I also asked my Grandmother how
she felt about having a son in the military
and here is how she responded: ÒOne thing
for sure is that I was extremely upset when
he told me, due to having gone through the
previous wars with him. Starting with the
invasion of Panama, then Desert Storm.
When he came home he was a man and the
war had changed him.Ó Yet she is still very
proud of him, as we all are.

Uncle Eric isnÕt the only soldier
out there. IÕm sure most of my readers
know someone, or have a family member,
serving our country and making this
awesome commitment. They all deserve
our thanks and appreciation, as well as
continued prayers.

Military Thanks
By Selena Dene Edin



Team Smith
Tim Smith and Michael Patrick Smith

This yearÕs Big Fresno Fair was great! There were many
interesting exhibits, lots of great food, horse races, and lots of
fun. Speaking of food, I got to taste some pretty funky stuff. Let
me share some of the foods that I remember most.

One of the not so good food items was a deep fried Twinkie. It
was sickeningly sweet with a fake chocolate center topped with
fake whipped cream! Totally yucky.

My personal favorite is the cinnamon rolls. The best place to get
them is in the Trade and Commerce building, where they make
the fluffiest and most moist rolls you ever will taste. We always
ask them to scrape the bottom of the pan for a little extra sugar.

The spicy pickle is another hot item in my family. But if you
donÕt like sour, salty, or spicy hot, this will definitely not be your
favorite.

We just had to try the fried Pepsi because we wondered Òhow in
the world do you fry Pepsi?Ó Well, as we soon found out, the
Òfried PepsiÓ were just little fritters with Pepsi as the liquid! A
total rip-off and just gross.

The list below is the above and some other food items, with their
prices, that deserve an honorable mention. (On a scale of one to
ten)

$3.50 Cinnamon Rolls 10
$7.00 Onion strings 6
$2.50 Spicy pickle 10
$5.00 Soft Taco 8
$5.00 Super Size Corn Dog 7
$3.69 Chicken CharlieÕs deep fried Twinkie 1Ú2
$5.50 Chicken CharlieÕs deep fried Pepsi 1
$3.50 Big BubbaÕs BBQ corn 10
$8.00 Big BubbaÕs BBQ steak sandwich 10
$8.00 Big BubbaÕs BBQ chicken sandwich 10
$6.00 Kettle Corn 7

The BIG Fresno Fair
The Trumpeteer sent out two highly trained investigators to stick their noses into

the concession stands at the Fair this year. They tasted everything from fried
zucchini to fried Pepsi. So, letÕs give it up for our two teams! (Hooray!)

Team Biggs and de la Cruz
Anna Biggs, Abigail Biggs, and Chelsea de la Cruz

When I went to the Fresno Fair with Tower Christian School,
I was able to try some free food samples.  There were several
items I tasted such as Fried Zucchini, Corn Dogs, Cinnamon
Rolls, Funnel Cakes, Pizza, and a Frozen Banana.  I got to try
most of these items for free.  I let the vendors know that I
was doing a survey and asked if I could try some of their
food.  Most agreed and were very nice about it.  Some of the
helpers wanted to let me try their food, but their bosses said
no.

The first vendor I went to was Milo's Corn Dog Stand.  I had
a giant, beyond giant, corn dog.  It was very good.

The second vendor I went to was Diego Foods.  They had the
best, fried zucchini.  I liked it a lot, especially dipped in ranch
dressing.  This was the first time I had anything like this.  I
recommend trying it the next time you are at the fair.

The third thing I had was a frozen banana from Bimm's.  It
was just ok.  It was very frozen.  I recommend if you get this
item that you wait awhile before biting into it.  I had a bad
experience with this one.

Next I got to try a cinnamon roll from the Country Fair
Cinnamon Roll vendor.  It was a melt in the mouth cinnamon
roll.  It was the best, besides MomÕs.

For lunch I had the pizza special with a soda.  It was cheap
and tasted like it.

Lastly, my mom treated me to a funnel cake topped with
powdered sugar from Funnel Cake Express.  It was very
tasty.  It' is a tradition in our family that before we leave the
fair we always get a funnel cake.

Hope you enjoy trying some of these tasty treats the next
time you're at the fair.
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Picking Grapes

Picking grapes is hard work. After doing it, it mad e me think more carefully about the things I
eat. Have you ever taken a raisin in your hand and say, ÒI wonder how you make raisins?Ó Or
ÒHow hard is it?Ó Well, my experience came from a friend of ours whom we helped harvest a couple
rows of grapes. This is my theory of picking grapes. What you have to wear is a long sleeve shirt
and long pants and tennis shoes and a hat. (You have a large possibility of getting sun
burned). After youÕre finished dressing you are handed a large blue bucket and knife, which is
quite curved at the end. First you walk to the end of the row and you spread apart the leaves, you
see a cluster of grapes! But fruit flies are flying  in your ears, nose, eyes, and mouth. Yuck!
HereÕs what I say, ÒGrit your teeth and bear it.Ó First of all you check the grapes if you see any
black on them you can either cut some out or leave them. (ÒYou always cut away from youÓ) You
find the top of the cluster snap them off! I personally prefer putting my bucket below me to catch
them if they fall. You keep going until your bucket  is full. When your bucket is full you yell
ÒBucketÓ and part of your group will come and take your bucket. They will replace it with an
empty one. Meanwhile the person will take your bucket spread out a piece of brown paper. Then
they will pour the grapes on the paper and pick out leaves and twigs then the routine will
continue. The reason they lay it out is because the sun will dry them up and viola! You have
raisins. There are machines that harvest the grapes for you but years ago people didnÕt have them.
They had to pick them by hand. Something big for something small.

Taryn Baker age: 10 1/2 grade: 5
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Tower Trumpeteer Student Artwork

Below are the wonderful submissions we received for the November Art Contest.
Send in your masterpiece and you can see it showcased in the next issue!

Rachael Egorov
Age 12

Jonah Egorov
Age 7

Joshua Egorov
Age 9, Grade 3



Switchfoot
Review By: Joslyn DJ

From ÒThe Beautiful LetdownÓ to ÒOh! GravityÓ, my
love of this band never fades. ÒThe Beautiful
LetdownÓ was the first album I ever received, it wa s a
birthday gift from my aunt and I had only heard a f ew
of their songs on the radio. After that, I bought t heir
music through iTunes, saw them perform at the
Madera Fair and now just this year at Spirit West
Coast. They never cease to amaze me.

But lately IÕve felt a little disappointed with the m. It
seems as if theyÕre forgetting the reason theyÕre
singing. Their songs have become more ÒgeneralizedÓ
and about issues in the world, and seem less center ed
on things we go through as Christians and believers  in
Christ. Of course this was disheartening to me, sin ce I
have been a fan of theirs for years and I know how
deep and meaningful their lyrics can be.

When I go to a Christian concert, I enjoy hearing t he
testimonies of the artists and stories of how God h as
worked in their lives. I feel that if they donÕt ev en
mention God during their performance, then whatÕs
the point of calling yourselves a ÒChristian groupÓ ? IÕll
keep praying that their music focuses more on God
rather than things that are temporary.

Their first album, ÓThe Legend of ChinÓ, talks all
about their struggles they went through as teenager s
and how they were brought to Christ; while ÒNew
Way to be HumanÓ talks about how everything is put
into perspective as far as this world and its value s.
ÒLearning to BreatheÓ speaks of how they were
changed as people and given a new life in Jesus, an d
the album ÒThe Beautiful LetdownÓ is almost
recognition of their failure when it comes to being
perfect.

The next album, ÒNothing is SoundÓ, seems to be
their acknowledgement of how feeble this world is a t
surviving on its own and how Ônothing is soundÕ-
nothing in this world is a stable anchor to hold on to
and trust. Then comes one of my favorite albums,
their newest one titled ÒOh! GravityÓ. It puts a fu n,
upbeat spin on addressing how silly and foolish thi s
world is in thinking it can run on its own.

The track ÒDirty Second HandsÓ really addresses the
hard reality that we canÕt run from time, no matter
how hard we tryÑwe only have so long to be here
before weÕre done. The song sends out a warning (or
challenge) to people who donÕt have God in their
lives, urging them to spend their time wisely and
hold onto someone who can carry them through; it
really clarifies how helpless we are as humans, tha t
we canÕt change GodÕs will for us and weÕre incapab le
of running our own lives.

Over all, their music has always struck a chord wit h
me. It has encouraged and uplifted me to stand up
for what I believe and to not let this world put us
down because we are Christians. WeÕve been given a
gift that we must share with others. ThatÕs what I
think Christian music should do: encourage us to
fight the good fight and keep going strong, no
matter what this world brings us. God will carry us
through when we look to Him for strength and
guidanceÉ.giving up should not be an option!

I hope my review has shed some light and
given a new perspective to their music for you.

God Bless!
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Top Ten Things Moms Say
By Jacob Browatzke

You know, I have always wondered what moms say most, so I asked
around. We all know that they say, ÒI love youÓ. We know they say,

Ògood jobÓ. But what about that other stuff, likeÉ Well, why donÕt you
just read the list? The ones she says a lot will be on top and the

words she says way too much, will be at the end.

10. Hurry up!

9. Get to bed.

8. Clean it up.

7. DonÕt roll your eyes at me.

6. YouÕre late.

5. Because I said so.

4. YouÕre going to poke someoneÕs eye out!

3. Whatever your name is.

2. Were you born in a barn?

1. YouÕd lose your head if it werenÕt attached.

--------  Suzy QÉ  --------
     I am a homeschooling student who really enjoys education.
I have really good study habits and love the variety of courses that I am
learning.  School is NO problem for me, exceptÉwhen it comes to P.E.
UGH!!  Instead of going out for a jog, I grab a book and sit down and
read until my heartÕs content.  Do you have any suggestions to get out
of this couch corner slump?
Signed,

Slumpy

Dear Slumpy,
     I know how you feel! I am so caught up in school I barely have
enough time for P.E.  Here are some tips to get out of that couch
corner:

1. You can go on a walk or a bike ride with your family.
2. If you are in 7th grade or older, you can come to the Tower P.E.
events.  They are really fun because you get a good work out & hang
out with friends at the same time.
3. If you have a dog, you can go outside and play fetch.
4. If you have a treadmill, hook up your book to it and read while you
walk.
5. Or put on earphones and listen to a good book while you take a walk
in your neighborhood or while doing some floor exercises.
6. Climb a tree and read a book and then climb back down.

The idea is to move.  DonÕt get discouraged just get out and go!

~Suzy Q

Do you have a question for Suzy Q? Please email your
question to TowerTrumpeteer@aol.com Suzy loves

answering any ÒQÓ you haveÑso donÕt be afraid to ask!

Jokes
By Sarah Kruse

---A teenager was enthusiastically describing her new boyfriend to
her father. "He sounds nice, dear," said her father, "but does he have
any money?" "Oh, you men are all alike," answered the girl. "Bob
asked the same thing about you."

---A husband raced into the house and said to his wife, "I found a
great job. The salary is good, it offers free medical insurance, and
paid holidays." "That's wonderful, dear," his wife said. "I thought
you'd be pleased," the husband said. "You start tomorrow."

---A lady at the Super Bowl was asked why the seat next to her was
empty. "It was my husband's seat, but he died." "I'm surprised that
some of his relatives didn't use it." "Oh," she replied. "They're all
attending the funeral."

---A little boy was saying his go-to-bed prayers in a very low voice.
"I can't hear you, dear," his mother whispered. "I wasn't talking to
you," said the boy firmly.

Riddles
By Abigail Biggs

Q.  Why did the grumpy man order turkey for dinner?
A.  He was in a fowl mood.

Q.  Which side of a turkey has the most feathers?
A.  The outside.

Q.  Why did the turkey cross the road?
A.  It was the chicken's day off.

Q.  What musical instrument is associated with
chickens?
A.  Drumsticks.
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THE NEVER ENDING STORY
Started by Jacob Browatzke

Hi. IÕm Luke. Luke Ken. Luke Ken Moon to be exact. IÕm a
detective, the one and only in my school. I got a case, a real
big case. But, I think I should start at the beginning...

Bleep, bleep, bleep, bling! Bleep, bleep, blee-.

ÒKids donÕt panic. Single file.Ó The only one panicking was
Ms. Carter.

I got in line and walked to the door. I looked up. There was no
smoke. That was funny. I knew it wasnÕt a drill, because we
have one once a month and we had just had one. I also heard
sirens and there were never fire trucks.

We walked out onto the large schoolyard and stood in line next
to the other kids. There were two classes to the left and five to
the right. I am in the sixth grade and can outsmart any kid at
school. Oh ya! I am smart. I sniffed the air and instead of
smelling smoke I smelled a mystery.

Whispers were going around. A third grader had pulled the
alarm. No, the janitor was smoking in the broom closet. Maybe
a trashcan had been on fire in the boysÕ bathroom?

I doubted the trashcan because there was no smoke. The
janitor didnÕt smoke, and the third graders were on a field trip.
I knew this because my little sister was with them.

Some of the seventh graders were complaining. ÒWhat rotten
timing for a false alarm. We could have been nearly finished
with our math test by now.Ó ÒWhat are you talking about? I
hate math.Ó

Some of the youngest kids were crying and asking about their
lunch boxes and covering their ears as the fire trucks drove
into the parking lot.

Then I heard the principal calling my name. What did he want
me for?

(Now itÕs your turn to continue the story!  WeÕre looking for the next installment to The Never
Ending Story.  Write your version of what happens next.  Try to keep it at about half a page in
length.  Also, leave it with a Òcliff-hangerÓ ending so someone else can continue the story.
Send it to:  TowerTrumpeteer@aol.com and weÕll publish it in the next issue!)

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,
I just wanted to tell you how great I think the Trumpeteer is.  I

was wondering if you will be doing any articles about the kids in Tower?
Maybe some interviews or something?
Thanks,

From an interested reader

Dear Interested,
Thank you for the compliment.  We really enjoy creating the Trumpeteer
newspaper for the families of Tower.  And yes, as a matter of fact, we
have some articles in the works where we be interviewing and reporting
about kids just like you!  So keep a lookout in an upcoming issue!

Who are We?
By Tim and Michael Smith

1) We are one of the most popular comedy teams
in history.
2) Our TV show ran from 1952-1954.
3) Our TV show featured Hillary Brook and Sidney
Fields.
4) We are know for our famous ÒWhoÕs on firstÓ
routineÉ.

ÉWho are we?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
The first person to send in the correct guess to

TowerTrumpeteer@aol.com  will get a prize!

Congratulations!
ÒWho Am I?ÓÑSeptember: Jennifer Elder and Jennifer
Nevares
ÒWho Am I?ÓÑOctober: Benjamin and Emily Bohan
Apple Word CountÑOctober: Steven Goodale

Page 6

Trumpet Blast #1

The first penny had the
motto ÒMind your own

business!Ó



Creative Corner

Materials needed    :
-Two pieces of decorative cloth roughly about
15ÓX 8Ó
-Rice
-Scent of your choice (ex. Dried lavender buds or
cloves)
-Sewing machine

Directions   :
1) Wash and dry material.
2) Cut cloth to size 15ÓX 8Ó
3) Put right side of cloth together and sew three
sides (inside out.)

Neck or Foot Warmer
By Tim Smith

4) Turn right side out and fill about 1Ú2 full with
rice and scent (add scent to your liking.)
5) Fold top of bag twice and sew the bag closed.

6) Heat in microwave for one minute and enjoy a
nice warm foot or neck warmer!
We gave these for Christmas one year and
everyone just loved them!

My Grammy puts this at her feet at night to
warm the bed up.
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