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The Diamond is
the “gem” for the
month of April!
Can you count the
number of
diamonds spread
throughout this
issue? Guess
correctly and you
can win a prize. ©
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Diamonds
By Chelsea de la Cruz

1 hey say “diamonds are a girl’s best friend”, but

isn’t it awesome what God can do with a lump of
carbon, 5,400 degrees Fahrenheit, lots of pressure and
plenty of time? The result? On one hand one of
nature’s hardest substances yet delicate enough to
melt a woman’s heart! (Dads, hint, hint) Created in
the depths of the earth’s crust and carried to the
surface by volcanic activity, the diamond is one of the
most wonderful examples of God’s handiwork. The
guality and value of a diamond is measured in carats,
a one-carat diamond can cost up to $3,000, so start
saving your allowance! When you look at diamonds,
always remember the three C’s: cut, clarity, and color.

(.]f diamonds are not your “bling” style, try a few of

the many, many semi-precious stones that sprinkle the
earth. Maybe an oxide (a mixture of metal, oxygen,
and/or hydrogen) such as a sapphire or ruby, or
perhaps a form of quartz, like an amethyst. Whatever
your preference, chances are there’s a jewel out there
that will tickle your fancy. God’s earth is sprinkled
with gemstones that dazzle and sparkle with colors
that vary with the range of a rainbow. Hey guys,
speaking of diamondes, let’s play ball!
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Playstation 3 Edition

Hello dear readers! Joslyn here with the next installment of the Game Edition of the Entertainment Page!

This month’s issue is all about the Playstation 3 system, my personal favorite! I hope that the reviews and info in this issue help
you in making the important decision of what new console your family will get, especially since there have been so many good
things and bad things about each and every one!

i If there’s good feedback on these upcoming issues, [ may just go on to make special editions for the PSP and Nintendo DS as well,
so be sure to send in your feedback to the Trumpeter, or no portable console reviews for you!

Please enjoy this special edition of the Entertainment page.
¢ I've verified all the information through research on the professional websites from the makers and reliable information learned :
i from people who work in the game industry, so please know that I have taken extra care to make sure this information is reliable, i
: but of course (as with any review) what matters is what you do with the information, so don’t rely on this alone! :

If you want to double check things, go for it!

_Joslyn D)

PLAYSTATION S FACTS

Both the 80GB and 40GB PS3 models come standard with Cell Broadband
Engine™ (Cell/B.E.), Blu-ray Disc™ (BD) player, built-in HDD, 1080p high-
definition output, Wi-Fi connectivity and SIXAXIS™ wireless controller.

In addition to the larger HDD capacity, the 80GB model focuses on offering
the incredible graphic quality, stunning game play, improved audio and
visual fidelity that PS3 games are known for by maintaining the
PlayStation®2 backwards compatibility through software instead of
hardware. The new 40GB model will also be packaged with the Spider-
Man™3 movie on Blu-ray Disc. The 40GB model does not have PS2
backwards compatibility, although does maintain backwards compatibility
for original PlayStation titles. The 40GB PS3 has 2 USB ports, where the
80GB PS3 has 4 USB ports. In addition, the 40GB PS3 does not have the
multi-media memory card slots. Consumers can use a variety of after-
market accessories for transferring their media to PS3 via the USB ports.

The multi-axis motion sensing system found in the PLAYSTATION®3
allows users to maneuver the controller as a natural extension of their
bodies. With this system, sensors read when a player angles, tilts, thrusts,
or pulls the controller, all in real-time and with high precision.

Blu-ray (BD) is a next-generation media format that delivers the ultimate
high-definition* entertainment experience. Just like the DVD format offered
a technological leap over CDs, Blu-ray Disc is the next leap forward in the
natural advancement of data storage and digital entertainment.

Facts about Blu-ray Disc:

e Blu-ray Disc is supported by the Blu-ray Association and it has a
broader industry support than any disc format ever launched

* The format offers more than five times the storage capacity of
traditional DVDs and can hold up to 25GB on a single-layer disc
and 50GB on a dual-layer disc

*  Pristine picture quality with the capability for full high-definition
resolution up to1080p

* Blu-ray Disc recordable formats offer unsurpassed storage
capacity to store your digital world (photographs, home videos,
music libraries, and data)

* Blu-ray Disc gives consumers a smooth way to transition to high-
definition by protecting their DVD investments; Blu-ray Disc
players are compatible with DVD so existing DVD collections can
be enjoyed on Blu-ray hardware

For more information, check out www.us.playstation.com

When I found out a new system from
Sony was coming out, I knew that would
be the one we would be getting.

But then a lot of bad rumors started
floating around about the system, saying
that it couldn’t play certain games and
was overpriced, so I started to wonder if
we should get it or break tradition and
grab a 360 or Wii.

So, I decided to consult a good friend of
mine who works in the gaming industry.
At first she agreed that the 360 would be
the best choice, but soon after she
contacted me on MSN and said that they
had received many complaints and
returns involving the 360 and its glitches.
So, I've got my heart set on the PS3.

I mean, come on! You can download the
good old PS1 games for it! How cool is
that?

But if you're set on a 360, go for it! Just
make sure you get a warranty in case
anything goes haywire. You should get a
warranty on any new system you get
anyway, no system is perfect!

_Joslyn pJ
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Tower Trumpeteer Student Submissions

Transitions

Jennifer Elder

I
|
|
! She stands very still and watchful. At first glance yo
| would think that she was no longer aware of her
| surroundings. But a second look reveals that she is very
i aware that there is someone sneaking along the wall
i toward the flag she is guarding. But she has played this
. game far too much to fall for a simple move like that.
| Her name is Allie. She and her friend Chloe are fla;
| guards while playing Capture the Flag. Together, they are
| very hard to beat. They silently alert each other to the
i presence of this intruder. The other team is trying to draw
i them off by sending someone directly at them so that the
. sneaking one can grab the flag. Honestly, you would
! think they would learn after losing a game or two.
| And so, she stands very still, 5 feet from the flag, which
| is as close as a guard can get unless the opponent gets
i within 5 feet. Her tactic is to lure the sneak to within feet
i of her by allowing him a false sense of security.

Chloe is alternately shooting looks from the sneak, ti
! Allie. When the sneak gets close enough, one of them
I will tag him. They both tag people, but they always leave
| at least one to guard the flag. That way, no one can get
| away with it.

Allie isn’t worried. They will get this sneak. She knows
! the abilities of everyone on the other team, and this sneak
! is less dangerous than the one coming straight at them.
| She prefers playing Capture the Flag with her churc
| youth group rather than with her school. When kids are
i left in charge, the rules change constantly. This annoys
i her deeply. Her church youth group has a few adults
. there to keep the rules the same.
! She has Chloe to thank for this youth group. Chloe has
| been going to this church since she was little. She was the
| one who had introduced Allie to the group, and without
i her, Allie would not be standing here now watching the
i sneak inch closer.

Send in your masterpiece and you can see it showcased in the next issue!

She arrived on the threshold of the youth ro
knowing only Chloe. The others welcomed her with open
arms and befriended her. It took, at the most, two weeks
for her to get comfortable with them, but then she was
faithful to come every week. She got to know everyone,
and had had a few of her other friends join the group
soon after her. She grew used to the games that they
played, and also appreciated the Bible studies they did.
They helped and supported her through her mom’s
surgery, and through two of her dad’s. She had grown
spiritually, and didn’t know what she would have done
without them through the difficult parts of her life.

And now it is over. As she stands there and waits, he:
mind travels to this inescapable truth. It’s over. Sure,
she’ll still get to see some of them at school, but it won’t
be the same. This is it. The last youth group night. The
church is falling apart and taking the youth group with it.
It hurt. She had known in the back of her mind that this
would happen, but she hadn’t thought that it would be
this soon. It had seemed like something in the distant
future. She knows that she isn’t the only one hurting.
There are other people who had depended on the group
more than she had.

Her heart tells her to be happy that she had it for a
long as she did. But almost covering this voice is the dull
ache that fills her if she thinks over it too much.

The sneak comes closer. She no longer has to worr
about an attack from the front; he was driven off by her
teammates. Her thoughts turn back to the reason they are
here tonight. She knows with everything in her that God
is never going to leave her, that she will always have
Him, but it doesn’t change the fact that it’s over. She
knows that later on she will appreciate the fact that they
were there when she needed them and that now it is time
to move on, but for tonight she just needs to enjoy
herself.

The sneak is feet from her. Chloe signals and All
whips around and tags him. She pushes all other thoughts
from her mind; more of them are coming.

Lego
models
and
photos by
Jack
Nichols



1. Begin with a rectangular piece of
paper. Ordinary loose leaf or
construction paper will do. We will
make a square piece of paper from
this. If you're already starting with a
square piece of origami paper, skip

the next two steps.

2. Fold the top right hand corner
diagonally down so that the top of
the paper lines up with the left side,
forming a point at the top right

corner.

3. Cut or carefully tear along the
edge so that you are left with a
square of paper.

-

4. Fold this square in half parallel to
the edges.

5. Cut or tear aloni this fold.

6. Fold each piece in half vertically
again, parallel to the long sides.

By Sarah Kruse

>

8. Repeat this fold, on each end of
each strip, making sure that the
folds are oriented as shown.

9. Fold the end on the diagonal
again. You should end up with a
big triangle facing you and two
littler triangles facing away from
you.

10. Repeat this same fold on each
end of each strip. Make sure the
orientations go opposite one
another, as shown.

11. Turn over only the piece on
the left and arrange the two parts
as shown.

12. Put the right piece on top of
the left piece. There should be a
square in the center of each piece
that lines up, but if you can't find
it yet, don't worry. Just line up the
middles.

13. Fold the uppermost point
inwards on the diagonal and tuck
the point into the pocket.

14. Fold the bottom point
upwards on the diagonal and tuck
the point into the pocket.

15. Flip the whole thing over.

16. Fold the right point on the
diagonal just as before and tuck it
into the pocket.

17. Fold the left and final point on
the diagonal and tuck it into the
last pocket. You may have to
coax a little to get it tucked in.

7. Fold the end diagonally, so that - q ¢ and fold. it will b o 1o get thine i ¢ the end s that
the edges line up. € more neatly you cut and 1old, 1t wi € €asicr 10 get cverytning lining up a € ena so thal

I
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! the points slip seamlessly into pockets.

| *No tape is necessary to make this star. FE-
| *If you fold, crease, and throw it properly, the star will fly like a real one. \
i *If you push a matchstick through the center, you can make a top.

|



Youth dpdate

By Chelsea de la Cruz

What a month for Tower Yout
We started with a ministry
opportunity at a nearby church
preparing and distributing grocery
bags to 90+ people in the
neighborhood. Many hands certainly
do make light work! After that we
had great fun eating pizza and
bowling. Throughout the month,
fencing class has been going on at the
Fresno Fencing Academy. I’d say
that once again, fencing is a large
success! Next up, be on the lookout
for more service/ministry, biking, life
after high school, and more!

Drama Update

T'he performance dates for T'ower
Christian TheaterWorks production
of “Corrie Ten Boom™ have been set.
Saturday, April 27" and Saturday,
May 2™, There will be 2 shows on
each date. Props are being collected,
costumes are being made, and the
acting is coming along too. This is
going to be a great performance, so if
you aren’t in the play, then don’t
forget to get your tickets! You can
contact any cast member.

If youare interested in helping out,
TheaterWorks would be happy to
have you on hand. So don’t be afraid
to give Mr. Bacall. ©

Web Watch some cool sites for you to check out

Educational: aslpro.com

-- ASLpro is a great site to help you practice your sign language skills. Take a test to
see how much you know, or browse through their dictionary to find your favorite

word.
Helpful: freerice.com

-- Not only does this site help you with your vocabulary skills, but it also donates rice
to the UN World Food Program to help end hunger. The game is simple: click on the
answer that best defines the word. And for every word you get right, the site donates

20 grains of rice.

HALLELUJAH! AND AMEN!

A man bought a donkey from a preacher. The preacher told the man that this donkey
had been trained in a very unique way. The only way to make the donkey go was to
say, “Hallelujah!”

And the only way to make the donkey stop was to say, “Amen!”. The man was
pleased with his purchase and immediately got on the animal to try out the preachers
instructions. “Hallelujah!” shouted the man. The donkey started to trot. “Amen!”
shouted the man. The donkey stopped immediately. “This is great!” said the man.
With a “Hallelujah” the man rode off very proud of his new purchase. The man
traveled a long time through some mountains. Soon he was headed towards a cliff.
He could not remember the word to make the donkey stop. “Stop!” said the man.
“Halt!” he cried. The donkey just kept going. “Oh No...Bible...Church...Please
STOP!!” shouted the man. The donkey just began to trot faster. He was getting
closer and closer to the cliff edge. Finally, in desperation, the man said a prayer.
“Please, dear Lord. Please make this donkey stop before I go off the end of this

'7’

mountain, in Jesus Name, AMEN

. The donkey came to an abrupt stop just one

step from the edge of the cliff. “HALLELUJAH!” shouted the man.

1% April Fool’s Day

2" 1st US mint established in
Philly; Hans Christen Anderson
was born

3" The Ist rider for the Pony
Express departed

4™ The 1st woman mayor was
elected
6" Animated Cartoon Day;

The 1st Olympics of the modern
era was held in Athens, Greece;
artist Raphael was born

g The 17" amendment was
ratified
9™ The Civil War officially

ended; the Civil Rights Bill was
passed

11™  Apollo 13 was launched
12" National Freak-out Day;
the Civil War began

13"™  Thomas Jefferson was
born
14™  The Ist American English

dictionary was published

15™  The Titanic sank

16™  Wilbur Wright was born
18™  The San Francisco
earthquake occurred

19" Cow Chip Day

20™  1st day of Passover

23" William Shakespeare was

born; James Buchanan

24™  The Library of Congress
was established

27™  Ulysses S. Grant was
born; Samuel Morse was born
28™  Kiss your Mate Day;
James Monroe was born

30™  George Washington
became 1st US President

Do you have a cool holiday,
interesting event, or a birthday you
would like people to know about?
Send in your dates to us and we’ll
publish it in the next issue!



The Never Evding Story

Continued by Selena Edin

“It looks like that cat,” mumbled Anton. “You know"
The one that is always mysteriously appearing out of
nowhere?”

| knew what he was talking about, but Nick we
quick to throw in some sarcasm. “Yah, sure. A cal
mysteriously appeared inside the school, threw on a
black mask, and then painted a wall pink!”

Anton threw her a ‘look’ before resuming his stud'
of those eyes. “Who else do we know that has one
green eye, and one blue?”

While Anton and | tried to think it over, Nick wa
becoming impatient. “Common! You call yourselves
detectives? This dude is obviously wearing mix-
matched colored contacts! Hello!”

“Well of course, but who would do that?” | said this
hoping it make it seem like | knew what | was doing
(which was not true at all).

“You seem to know a lot about this, Nick,” Anto
said, straightening his back so they were eye level.
“First of all you tell Luke details he didn’t know.
Secondly you find my camera. And now you are
explaining how the ‘dude’ changed eye color. Is there
anything else you would like to share?”

Nick got that smile one gets when the greate
comeback of all time had just popped into your head
and you know the person who will hear it will be so
amazed that he wouldn’t dare verbally challenge you
again. Unfortunately, Nick never got the chance to
use that comeback.

“Boys!” Mr. Collins sharply said. He had be
standing in the doorway of the classroom and now
came cantering toward us, his defensive side shinning
visibly through. “We should leave.”

“But why, Mr. Collins?” | asked, a touch of whining
in my voice. Anton signed for me not to protest as his
dad grabbed our arms and thrust us into the school
hallway.

“To the car, boys,” Mr. Collins kept saying, eve
though we were practically running there. He didn’t
even explain what was going on once we were inside
the vehicle.

“Dad, what is going on?” asked Anton. My friend”.
face showed great worry as his dad shook his head
and then sped out of the parking lot.

| wondered what was happening too, but then
noticed something out of the corner of my eye. It was
Nick...

...To be continued. ..

Do you know what will happen next? Would you like to write the next
part to The Never-Ending Story? Send it in and we'll print it in the next
issuel

L . }

2 Birthstones 2

Each month of the year has a special gemstone that goes with it.
These gems are known as “birthstones”. You can find them in
bracelets, earrings, necklaces, rings and more, and can be used as fun,
personalized accessories. Don't know what your birthstone is? Use
this chart to find it. Have fun!

~Chelsea

January- qarwet: The dark red garwet is thought to
symbolize confidence, grace, and loyalty.

February- ‘Ametﬁyst: This light purple stone stands
for love, sincerity, and honesty.

March- AQUAMARINE: Some believe that
wearing this light blue gem could bring love and
affection.

April- Diamond: The hardest of all stones, diamonds
signify purity, strength, and love.

May- Emerald: The green emerald stands for

spring, hope, and peace.
June- Pearl: Pearls represent wisdom, health,
innocence, and wealth.

July- Rul)g: Rubies are bright red and stand for
kindness, happiness, and honor.

August- Peridot (pronounced per-uh-doe) The
light green gem symbolizes fame, honor, and
protection.

September- sarpHIRE: The deep blue
sAPPHIRES represent wisdom, truth, and sincerity.

October- Opal: These unique multicolored stones
are a symbol of hope, confidence, and innocence.

November- T opaz: This honey-colored jewel is
often replaced with a stone called citrine due to the
scarcity of genuine topaz. Blue topaz is also quite
common among jewelry retailers. November’s gem
stands for friendship, faithfulness, and honesty.

December- Turquoise: This popular stone
symbolizes Happiness, good health, good luck and
success.

What am I?

By Abigail Biggs

1. Sometimes | hold water.
2. | come in many different colors.
3. My favorite country is Holland.

...What Am I?

The first person to send in the correct guess to
TowerTrumpeteer@aol.com will get a prize!




MIsSssION (IM)POSSIBLE

Where's Suzy QP?

Suzy Q is visiting one of our states and while

she was there, she made these discoveries. MiIssiaN 2:

|
I
|
|
. i
1. A palm tree F' ; “Popcorn!”
. iaed Wiked
2. A beach 3 i \ 0 \ :
3 A Icano : ) IS IT POSSIBLE TO (O
: Vo | 11 POP MICROWAVE Wiy
4. A pineapple | POPCORN UPSIDE
5. A rain shower ! pOwN?
i P9 |
e V\thm_lg_m_@_| What we used: 2 bags of Orville Redenbacher®
opcorn and a microwave
TOP TEN FLOWERS | PoP
By Abigail Biggs | What we did: For the first bag, we placed THIS
| SIDE UP down and microwaved it for the appointed
1. Rose . | time. Unfortunately, nothing exploded like we
2. Gardenia | hoped it to, but what did happen was that most of
3. Lilac | the kernels popped, but it only filled 2/3 of the bag.
4. Bird of Paradise | We then went on to pop the second bag, this time
5. Tiger Lily | putting THIS SIDE UP up (like you're supposed to),
6. Tulip | discovering that it popped all the way to the top of
7. Daisy | the bag and the popped kernels were bigger!
8. Carnation i
9. Sun Flower i The conclusion: Yes, you CAN pop popcorn
10. Poppy | upside down, but we hlgth sgggest you don’t. You
______________________________________________________ _ get way more popcorn doing it the normal way.
Last month we did a poll and we thank all those who ; /F YOU HAVE AN IMPOSSIBLE IDEA YOU WOULD
1 t h tT kd 11 tt d LIKE TO SEE BUSTED, LET US KNOW. SIMPLY
ctus now wha ‘OV\'IGI’ 1ds rea ywan 0 do. EMAIL US YOUR IDEA AND WE WILL TEST IT IN
YOLI made thlS hSt really easy fOI' me. AN UPCOMING ISSUE OF THE TRUMPETEER!
These are the top 18 things Tower kids want to do
when they grow up. .’ 4 .’ 4 o 4
(By Jacob Browatzke) l%‘f w l%‘f "Q?" l%‘f "QD" w
1. Actor or Actress : .
2. Teacher ; (Left) Orville
3. Author & Redenbacher

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
!
i b A
4. Marine biologist : e S ,
o R TE Right) Pop S
5. Jelly Belly Tester | - e (Right) Pop Secret
6. Photographer for National Geographic ! k R Ny
7. Football player !
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

8. Video games tester
9. Doctor
10. Princess
11. Firefighter
12.Godly wife and mom
13. Traveling artist
14. Dancer
15. Airline pilot
16. Interpreter
17. Therapist
18. Animal shelter owner

Trumpeteer Staff Taste Test

Orville Redenbacher vs. Pop Secret

And the winner is...

Ovrville Redenbacher!

(By a unanimous vote, Orville was considered more buttery
and saltier. Congratulations!)



Spy of the Month

By Samuel Montgomery

At a former congregation, (this was three years ago) my older brother Jesse
and our friends Jacob and Ryan and I had a ‘Spy Club’. (It was just one of those
just for fun things.) We even had ‘Spy Equipment’. (Oops! I'm getting away
from the story!) Anyway, Jesse was the ‘Lead Spy’, Jacob was the President,
Ryan was just a spy and I was Vice President and took notes in my little
notebook © (each month we had a new president and ect.) (Now I’m really
getting off the topic!).

Okay, we were going to the back of the buildings and walking to the othe
side just seeing if there was anything interesting. Then I did notice something
very interesting! A man! You would think “He’s just an ordinary man, Samuel”.
But this man was asleep! His back was against a metal barrel type object, he had
a red baseball cap covering his face, and it had a bold black J on it (Ryan and I
said the J was for Jesse or for Jacob as a joke). He also had short spiky dirty-
blonde hair. I was only eight then, so I was a bit frightened. Jacob suggested we
had better go tell our dads. We agreed and told Jacob’s dad and the Pastor
instead. But before we went to tell Jacob’s dad and the Pastor, I noticed some
food on another metal barrel type thing. Well anyways, us four ‘spies’ weren’t
there when they talked to him so we didn’t know what happened until next
Sunday. Jacob told us that his dad said the man worked at a restaurant (which
was next to the church congregation and the man was next to the restaurant) and
was taking a break and so I guess the food was his. Oh yeah, and he thanked the
Pastor and Jacob’s dad for waking him up because his break was almost over.

The ‘Mystery’ was something like that (almost exactly like that I should say),
I mean I can’t remember everything that day. But I do remember he wasn’t a
top secret agent or anything like that. Like I said, I can’t recall everything that
day, but I can remember some things that day. After all, it’s been three years!

The Trumpeteer needs YOU!

Furry, feathery, or slimy? What kind of pet do you have?
Next month we will highlight our fabulous pets. Please send us photos,
drawings or stories about your terrific pets and see them featured in our
next issue.
Email: TowerTrumpeteer@aol.com

Do you think you might like to
write for the Trumpeteer? Are you
a journalist waiting to break out?
Would you like to join the
Trumpeteer Staff? Will any of you
males take pity on Jacob and join
him? Then you need to come to our
final Trumpeteer Meeting for this
school year. We’re looking for
anyone interested in being on staff
with us for the next school year.
This is a great time to check us out!
Join us on Thursday, April 24th
from 3-4 PM. (call Selena for more
details). It is sure to be a fun time!

Winners!

The staff decided to award
EVERY entry in the March
“*Who Am I?” contest! Now
don’t you wish you had
entered too?

Congratulations to:
Katherine Elder
crumdogg@gmail.com

The correct answer was:
St. Patrick

L
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#36 A duck's quack doesn't echo

Snapple Facts
By Sarah Kruse

#37 A snail breathes through its
foot

#38 Fish cough.

#39 An ant's smell is stronger then
a dog's

#40 It is possible to lead a cow up
stairs but not down

#41 Shrimp can only swim
backward

#42 Frogs cannot swallow with
their eyes open

#43 A cat's lower jaw cannot move
sideways

#44 The bullfrog is the only animal
that never sleeps

#45 Elephants are capable of
swimming 20 miles per day

#46 Elephants are the only
mammal that cannot jump

#47 Giraffes have no vocal chords.
#48 Cats can hear ultrasound.

#49 Despite its hump...camels has
a straight spine.

#50 Mosquitoes have 47 teeth.

#51 There is 63,360 inches in a
mile.

#52 11% of people in the world are
left-handed.

#53 The average women consumes
6lbs of lipstick in her lifetime.

#54 The average smell weighs 760
nanograms.

#55 A human brain weighs about
3lbs.
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