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¥Contributor: The Tower Robotics teams celebrating their victories

Chelsea de la Cruz

-

Email Y Lego Robotics Report Y

TowerTrumpeteer
@aol.com By Katherine Elder
T Tt | Congratulations to the Tower Christian School Lego
. Hereisa | Robotics Teams!
| Word to ! The Central Valley Lego Robotics Tournament was hel d on
| | . .
| . Saturday, December 13, 2008, at Alta Sierra Interme diate
remember: | .
| | School. The four TCS teams took home five of the
| | can do | TournamentOs awards. Mr. David de la Cruz, a coach for the
i everything | Weather Wonders, won the Mentor Award. The Weather Wonders
| through Him | also won the Teamwork Award. God's Glorious Girls o f Tech
| who gives me | (G-cubed-T) won the Judges Award. The Brainstormers won the
| strength. | Robot DesignbProgramming Award. The Climatrons won a
| ~Philippians | Research ProjectbCreativity Award. Great results fo r the
| 4:13 i Tower teams.
! |

For the full investigative report, see Page 6.
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Suzy QE

Q: | have really big problem; | can't stay a\
from sweets and sugar. | know it doesn't soun
terrible, but I've tried to even when it's litey
marked 'no eating' but | can't buzz off. Soonhé
bouncing off the walls like a cartoon charar
Please give me a suggestion!

-Sweet Tooth

Dear Sweet Tooth,

Wow, that can be dilemma. Maybe you she
force yourself into asking your mom or an o
sibling to hide the box/container of cookies
what-have-you somewhere clever or put it ot
reach. Another thing you might try is the n
time someone decides to bake or buy a swee
them to make isomething youon'like. Keepin
yourself from looking high and low is not as |
as you might think (trust me). You should rec
from this over-eating in no time at all.

God Bless!

~Suzy Q
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A Story that Makes No
Sense

By Samuel Montgomery

This is a fun game to play on the road. Here a
rules on how to play: Pick a player to start
game by making up a title and writing 3 lines, 1
fold over the paper so it only will reveal the

line, and then pass it to the next player. The
player will read that sentence and that sent
only and build off of it, doing what she or he ws
to do. And then after he/she writes, the players
the paper and so it reveals the last line, andns
Stop by deciding when to stop or allowing €
player so many turns.

An example of this story can be found on Pag
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The Never Ending S

Continued by Selena Edin
All'l can say is that my mouth fell open real low.

After | got over my shock about Nick and Anton,
decided to investigate AntonOs house later thiat. miick
was all gun-ho about the plan, and she went rightvork
to prepare for it.

But as she stuffed a black backpack with spy gehothe
useful items, | couldnOt help but think her invokset ir
this case was a bit fishy.

ONickEO | started, not sure how | was to word nyuiry.
Luckily, she seemed to know what | was going to say.
Ol know just as much as you do,O she said quickly
could tell she was lying. | eyed her suspiciouslig, sh
seemed to get it.

C)O[(, fine. | may know a little more than you dot Bat ¢
lot.O

0S0,0 | shrugged, tossing her a notebook and ptire
bag. OCould be important.O

She stopped packing and finally turned to face Ineaulc
see a mix of anguish and frustration in her eyeah
another emotion that | couldnOt quite figure outod®,
LukeO she spat out my name, Oall | know is the
memory card holds some classified information Ardac
up about Mr. Won. Everything else is beyond me.O

I still wasnOt buying it. OThen explain why yokddos:
evil in the car when we were leaving the school iy
you are so interested in this case.O

OIOm interested because of Anton,O she grumhiedet
scared me by almost shouting her next reply. (
| did not look evil in that car!O

The first rule with Nick was to never cross patlith el
when she was angry. But | couldnOt help myse#feder
answers.

OQuit playing innocent, Nick!O | said in an equhllyc
voice. OJust tell me what is going on so | cartog#te
bottom of this!O

Nick heaved a heavy sigh and started pacing to da
nerves down. Finally, she spoke. OAntonOs daguhis
thisEcult. | donOt know what they do, but Anton
helping them for a while. You know, with informatianc
stuff. But | guess he felt uneasy about what had
regarding Mr. Won, so he refused to tell them. N
theyOre holding him hostage.

Ol was helping t00,0 she continued, leaving méameott
process any of this. Ol was supposed to makeaudidn(
find out anything; lead you down the wrong courBet
then AntonEO

Her voice trailed off, and | finally realized withiat othe
expression was. It now consumed her entire face, v
probably spreading to mine. It was fear.

ETo be continuedE

Do you know what will happen next? Waooldytsuthiker
part to The Never-Ending Story? Send litpnirarit invéia
issue!



Submissions

By Jonah Egorov
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‘By Joshua Egorov

A SECRET WAY TO MAKE A PUZ

By Micah Grabowski

Have you ever tried to draw a hard puzzle? Well
| know how to make some on the computer that
are really hard. Go to www.puzzlemaker.com
and you can make a circle, oval, square, or a
rectangle. Print it out, and you have a hard
puzzle. And trust me, they are really hard.

Example:

The Bear, the Fox and
the Dog

By Alex Grabowski

One day, Sophia , someoneQOs dog, g¢
lost in a forest. When Sophia was trying
to find her way back home she heard a
growling sound. It was a bear! The bear
was trying to find food. Instead he found
Sophia. Sophia and the bear became
friends.

A fox suddenly jumped toward Sophia.

Sophia was very afraid that the fox was
trying to eat her. Then the bear blocked
the fox. The fox stopped in front of the
bear. The bear said, OWhat are yo!
doing to my friend?® The fox said, OHe
not youOre friend, heOs just something
eat.0 The fox became friends with thi
dog. The fox, the bear, and Sophia went
SophiaOs house. The End
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A Glimpse Within the |
OfE

Hi, this is Samuel Montgomery. In this Issue of the
Trumpeteer IOm interviewing Mr. de la Cruz, a Lec
Robotics Coach, and an elementary teacher.

Samuel Montgomery How long have you been doi
Lego Robotics?

Mr. de la Cruz: | have coached two years for a reg
robotics team and one year on a jr. robotics tetéua
means all the team members were less than 8 years
SM: What is your favorite thing about doing the L
Robotics?

MC : Favorite part? This job is too stressful. | dke
wearing cool matching t-shirts though.

SM: What grade and class do you teach at the school
MC: In real life, | am a third grade teacher at S
Elementary, (F.U.S.D.), room 16. Most of my studeant
8 or 9 years old. Kind of like a jr. robotics team.

SM: How long have you been at the school?

MC: | have been at Slater since 1994. Well abot
years. That's 98, in dog years.

SM: What is your favorite vacation spot/area?

MC: Vacations, | don't believe in them. They make
lazy. But if | was forced to go someplace, | wottianinc
going to Death Valley. | once spent Spring Breakeh I
was pretty quiet.

SM: As a child, what did you want to be when you ¢
up?

MC: When | was young, | wanted to be old. Now tt
am old, | want to be young.

SM: On your day off what do you usually like to do?
MC: Mow the lawn, ride my bike, read a book or tway
some milk.

SM: What is one of the memories in your childhood
you remember the most?

MC: Some kids poked me in the eye with a sharp st
remember running home with my hand over my eye
older brother freaked out when he saw me. The
missed my eyeball by a quarter of an inch. | thémd
Lord for the stick missing my eyeball. But then imgd
could have been a real Raider fan, complete withomay
eye patch. Do you want to see the scar?

Thank you, Mr. De la Cruz, for sharing some of your:
with us.
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Dumb Criminals

By Sarah Kruse
Cash Register or adding machine?

It's a theft that just doesn't add up.

A man who tried to steal cash from the Dunkin'
Donuts outlet on the Post Road on Monday nic
fled with an adding machine that he apparently
mistook for a cash register.

Police said the unidentified man walked into th
doughnut shop about 10:28 p.m. and handed ¢
clerk a note stating that he had a gun and a bo
The man's note said he would use both if he di
get cash, police said.

The man then grabbed an adding machine, wh
had no cash drawers, from the counter and rar
from the shop.

RobberOs getaway falls short!

A man who robbed the Family Dollar made his
short-lived N getaway on a city bus.

After hitting the store shortly after 7 p.m., the
robber headed across the street and boarded t
bus, a dispatcher said. The suspect made it ak
five blocks before Kansas City police stopped f
bus and took the suspect into custody near 401
Street and Cleveland Avenue.

The man was reportedly armed, but no one wa
hurt in the incident.

A Story that Makes No Sense (Cont

By Samuel Montgomery

Dorothy and Toto went to McDonaldOs to do sonwvender
They heard that they didnOt know About Yorkett®sl
biggest and the best pizza on this side of dhélalgh | do
like pizza, IOIl put on my own toppings, #diitte,ctofu chunl
veggies and top it off with rice cake crumbshnivigsime back
the topic of sombreros. For you all know thatssmbust |
worn. When one decides to eat a Bob the Buitttefdrrthat
what happened. Then Bob fell through a roothAlsoéiden k
opened the door wearing a muumuu, a red angojicdlaet ot
with violet leggings. Poor guy got his leg bkiirshetween 1
small openings in the tight leggings. Althouglvdteegmall-tt
were huge-enormous-Please remember when y@naeled
good information-So just as a white water rustiesss
roadrunner. But that is the thing, Roadrunnes fast, especi
when they wear sombreros and Legolas wigsatStatitam Sc
Sang: OThomas the tank engine running along) doo do
doo doo doo doo, all of the sudden came a oodéedhomas
despise Those Turtle Eaters that blow everythirgQggo
them and put them in a jail full of jelly fish.O So they did.
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& HANNAH &

By Hannah Freeman & Anna Biggs
WHAT AM |?? "#$%&

| am cold CHRISTMAS

| am made up of three parts THINGS TO DO
| have a scarf & hat IHBU6& () +(

| am white 9-.."/0

| like carrots & raisins 142304+ 845
| am round 6&'3/5(#7#6+%89
| can be big or small. e #8810

Do you know the answer? The first person to correctly guc = H, Q) A A+ +)'>)

the answer wins a prize! Send your guess to: (<3/3

towertrumpeteer@aol.com
T ?"#,3)#4.#7) %3

Funny J | swoes
L @"#A3+570%)%:
1. Two blondes walk into a building; you would have $%& '()*.,.(#()_&9

thought that one of them would have seen it.
B'#2+C'/0#<--C'3,

3. Will you remember me in one

) 7 . . B " _ 1
C."AD#D ."AD day? OOf cou.rse I will.O WI|! you : D #’) <C/0(
Remember me in one week? OOf :
E&"F+#,&)0)4 course | will.O Will you remember me i E'#7$%&'()+(#57/3
G™ in one month? . ,
g OOf course | willd. Will you ; IF"G.3/#0'6)(
G"'#9&"4 ) . :
remember me in on year? OOf course :
" F#AOS#-,F+#HO | will.O Knock knock. OWhoOs there?0
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H"D)8 See you forgot me already!



Lego Robotics Report (cont.)

The Teams: The Weather Wonders, with Nathan Browatz

Trent Gardner, Caleb Goodale, Micah Grabowski, and
Tech, G-cubed-T, with Hadassah Atkins, Amy Biggs, K
Sanders; The Climatrons, with Joshua Freeman, Russe
Jack Nichols, and Jacob Pruse; and The Brainstormer

By Katherine Elder

ke, Kelton de la Cruz, Joshua Egorov,
Elijah Hiett; God's Glorious Girls of

atherine Elder, Amanda Fiske, and Amelia
Il Hardison, Daniel Herren, Micah Morrow,
s, with Jacob Browatzke, Levi Browatzke,

Taylor Buehner, Brandon Byus, Steven Carrera, Travi

Martin, and Cesar Sandoval.

Tower always does well in the Tournament, so at the
sent an undercover, investigative reporter to infil

the first all girl Tower team. Little did they know

What was it like to be on a team? What was it like

want to know.

Being on a robotics team is a lot fun! | forgot tha

became part of the team. Everybody has different th
to build on everyoneOs strengths. We would not have
hadnOt been there. An added benefit is meeting new
other once a week. Of course, in the pressure just

s de la Cruz, Stephen Goodale, Joshua

start of the school year the Trumpeteer
trate the secret meetings of G-cubed-T,
that | was that investigative reporter.

to be at the Tournament? Inquiring minds

t | was supposed to be a reporter and just
ings that theyOre good at, so we were able
been as strong a team if even one person
people, becoming friends, and seeing each
before the Tournament, that became more

than once a week. ThatOs when friendship and teamwork really got us through.

Another neat thing about the robotics team was seei
study for a math test, your result is the grade you
seeing your robot do what you asked it to do. Even

a lot of fun.

When it came to the day of the Tournament, almost e
the Teamwork Challenge, and we did well. We can tha
making teamwork second nature to us. We also really
presented as a skit. The judges laughed and clapped
part about the Tournament was that it was a very lo

for the long day.

Hopefully next year, more people will be interested

include more girls!

ng the results of your work. When you
get. But with robotics, your result is
when it doesnOt work perfectly, itOs still

veryone on my teamQOs favorite event was
nk our coaches (Mr. and Mrs. Fiske) for
enjoyed our Research Project, which we
because they really liked it. The bad
ng day. The award did make up a little bit

in joining robotics, and maybe that will

LETTER TO THE EDITC

Dear Editor:

| never really get The Never Ending Sto
There is just too much going on when different
people keep adding different details and more
characters to the story. Right now | have no id
whatOs happening.

From,
Rachel

Dear Rachel:

The Never Ending Story is really fun, an
it is interesting to see how people continue the
story. However, you are right in saying that it
does get confusing. We are hoping to be able
post all the Never Ending Story entries togethe
online, but we have to further look in to this. In
the mean time, try reading them all at once to
better understand the story, and if you feel it i<
getting out of hand, then maybe you could suk
the next part to try and wrap everything togeth
and make it less confusing.
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By Jesse Montgomery



Christmas Competition

By Samuel Montgomery

The Catapult Competition

Mr. Sanders was finishing setting up the Oarea
the competition when | arrived. | started helpingnh
test the catapults out, by launching tennis b.
towards the target. More people started to help |
(when they arrived there) with testing themEbi
thenEwithout even knowing it, the competitio
began. When Mr. Sanders announced it was goin
about fifteen minutes later, | quickly pulled outy
notebook and stood by the QareaO.

The catapults were pretty cool. Only four catapt
were there, for so many competitors. Two, of col
were made by Mr. Sanders, the other two were n
by the Browatzkes and John Baker. The Browatz
catapult was made out of PBC-Pipe fit between
even (well, soon to be discovered, uneven) triaat
pieces of wood with holes on both sides, so ortae
pieces of pipe would fit into both holes (whichey
did). A bucket of water attached to one end of
catapult as a weight. John Jr.Os was made outam
and a curved strong, thick piece of black pipeidnd
fire them though in the actual competition, whiclas
okay. There were plenty of competitors in f
catapult competition reloading the bag of tennidlg
and using the ammo for the competition. Balls v
bouncing on the walls and floors, so several stus
helped in OchasingO after them.

It was announced after an hour later who would
the catapult competition, right before t
Gingerbread CompetitionOs announcement.
Sanders split the prize, actually, which was orgig
$50. The congratulations were for the Browatzk
for their catapult (and it was actually pretty b
possibly being seven or eight feet high?), and .
Baker, for his accuracy with a catapult. And nowFe
Gingerbread competition was to be announcedE

The Gingerbread Competition

A large amount of families were in the gingerbri
competition, which is always fun for a family.

instructions. No certain way of decorating the ha
Just do it how you want to! It is hard though.

Plates with the names of the families started tkeaif
space on the table with the creations of Ogingerds
All sort of designs of houses were on the table] aifl
were very creativalVhen everyone was done mak
their gingerbread creations, the members of

Trumpeteer Staff that were present came to judge.

Judging is pretty fun. We had about 15 to 25 chagite
pick for the winners. The first on the list was t
Fiskes, a nice large house with a fire place madeot
OM&MOs and licorice. Discussing whethe
gingerbread creation was either an airplane or ¢
Wing from Star Wars (which was a V-Wing, by tl
way (made by Joshua Hinson)), we settled on a §
Machine, and put on the list on the Top 5. All wi
really good creations, and all under consideratibnt
only five could make it to the Top. It was writtean
the Top 5. Seeing a Christmas Wreath (made by
own Mrs. Cindy Freeman), we put it on the Top 5@
Another gingerbread creation was the Raughle
Tepee (as Sarah and Selena put it) with little pging
(and Sarah and Selena loved this one at once), iy
cut-in-half OM&MsO! This was a Top 5 choice fol
judges of the Trumpeteer, so it was on the listno
time. The last seen was the MartinOs Nativity S¢
which was on the edge of the table of Gingerbi
Creations. It was the last on the Top 5. Now, welha
choose which ones were going to win at the To
which sadly left out the other two. The Trumpete
Staff made their decision, and after the Cata
Competition Winner announcement, it was our turn
make our announcement.

.......................................................................

.....................................

3rd PlacelThe Martingor their Nativity Scene

: And 1st Place belonged toE

Joshua Martin made the announcement frémpréze to ' prize.

: 2nd PlaceThe Raughleigs their OTepeeO house

Mrs. Freemadaper Christmas wreath

Congratulations to all 3 of the winners! eace-




As always, the Trumpeteer
accepts ALL submissions of
every kind, and guarantees
their publication. If you are
unsure of how to help, here
are some things you can do:

¥Enter contests

¥Draw us a picture

¥Send a question for Suzy Q
¥Let us know what you think ab
the Trumpeteer

¥Continue the Never Ending Stc
¥Get your friends to read it!

OrEyou can send us whatever
your creative mind comes up
with! You can send it to the
email address on the front
page, snail mail to The Edins,
hand it to any one of our lovely
staffers, or put it in the
Trumpeteer Submissions Box
at Park Days or TeachersO
Meetinas.

By Jacob Egorov
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCES

By Sarah Kruse

***x% Tachnical Error *****

If you have entered a Trumpeteer contest, participated in a pc
sent in a submission E you deserve a shout-out and a prize! ¢
our Trumpeteer email mailbox crashed and we may have lost
contribution. Let us know if you have sent us something and
failed to put it in an issue or didnOt acknowledge you. We v
make it up to you, we promise! Call Mrs. Edin or look for her

any Tower event.




